
From:
To: Fischer-Kaulfersch Lisa; Burdick, Melanie
Cc: Dragiewicz Dick; McKim, Krista
Subject: Back Forty Project Updates
Date: Monday, January 23, 2017 12:12:35 PM
Attachments: Fitch - Excerpts - Part 632 and Rules – Additional Requirements.doc

Fitch - Aquila Back Forty Permit Annotated.pdf
SWUP Mine Permit Press Release comments.rtf
SWUP Comments Michigan DEQ Issues Permits Sulfide Mine, Imperils Menominee River.rtf
Fwd_ Aquila Back Forty Wetlands Permit application submitted.rtf

Hi Everyone,

Want to bring you up to date on the Back Forty Project.

In December, 2016 the MDEQ issued two permits for the Back Forty Project.  And, in
January, 2017, Aquila submitted its “revised and updated” Wetlands permit.  The Wetlands
permit is being reviewed by the MDEQ and additional parties.  Scheduling of the Public
Hearing and comment period for the Wetlands Permit hasn’t been announced.  

The six attachments provide lots of information on this project.  They include three items from
Hal Fitch (MDEQ) and three items from SWUP.

*************************   ATTACHMENT  REMOVED   *************************

This message contained an attachment which the administrator has caused
to be removed.

*************************   ATTACHMENT  REMOVED   *************************

Attachment name: [Fitch cover letter RE_ MDEQ and Aquila Back Forty Permits.rtfd.zip]
Attachment type: [application/zip]

Call or write with questions/comments.

Sorry for the erroneous email I sent you earlier.

P.S.  Help me protect the Menominee River and Lake Michigan from the damage/destruction
of this proposed mine.   I want to be able to continue fishing for smallmouth bass on this great
river.
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EXCERPTS FROM PART 632 AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE RULES – ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS BEFORE A PERMIT IS EFFECTIVE


Part 632 


Sec. 63205....


(14) A mining permit is not effective until all other permits required under this act for the proposed mining operation are obtained.


Administrative Rules under Part 632

Rule 301. (1)  A mining permit shall not be effective until the permittee establishes financial assurance in an amount in accordance with the mining permit as issued and in compliance with this rule....  








fitchh





fitchh













fitchh













fitchh









fitchh





fitchh

















fitchh









fitchh





fitchh













fitchh

















fitchh

















fitchh









fitchh
















From: "Dick Dragiewicz" <obiobiobi@ameritech.net>Subject: Fw: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Daily Digest BulletinDate: January 21, 2017 at 8:08:43 PM CSTTo: "Dragiewicz, Dick" <obiobiobi@ameritech.net> Thanks, Dick Dragiewiczobiobiobi@ameritech.net847-498-3260 Home847-924-9299 Cell----- Original Message -----From: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality To: obiobiobi@ameritech.net Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 3:22 AMSubject: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Daily Digest Bulletin  Aquila Back Forty project gains conditional approvals by MDEQ; faces significant remaining hurdles 12/28/2016  December 28, 2016For More Information: Joe Maki, 906-250-4015, makij3@michigan.gov  Michael Shore, 517-388-9211, shorem2@michigan.govAquila Back Forty project gains conditional approvals by MDEQ; faces significant remaining hurdles The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) today announced the conditional approval of two permits sought by Aquila Resources Inc. for its proposed Back Forty Mine Project in Lake Township, Menominee County, Michigan. The department gave conditional approvals to the company�s applications for a Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Permit (Mining Permit), and the Michigan Air Use Permit to Install. These decisions come after comprehensive and detailed reviews of the applications and careful consideration of the comments received throughout the review process. The company must acquire two additional permits, National Pollution Elimination System (NPDES) permit and a permit for wetland, inland lake and stream impacts. The Mining Permit is not effective, meaning no mining or site preparation may commence, until the applicant acquires all necessary permits and has provided the MDEQ with the required financial surety. Additional information on requirements for approval of the Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Permit (Mining Permit) is online: www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5xljemkeyhsfudaj5wumatq2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-324-63205Additional information on the Michigan Air Use Permit to Install is online: www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3310_70487-11390--,00.htmlThe DEQ is dedicated to respect for Michigan�s citizens, stewardship of the environment, and support for a sustainable economy.###----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------You are subscribed to Press Releases for Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.      Aquila Back Forty project gains two permit approvals by MDEQ 12/28/2016  December 28, 2016For More Information: Joe Maki, 906-250-4015, makij3@michigan.gov  Michael Shore, 517-388-9211, shorem2@michigan.govAquila Back Forty project gains two permit approvals by MDEQ The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) today announced the approval of two permits sought by Aquila Resources Inc. for the proposed Back Forty Mine Project in Lake Township, Menominee County, Michigan. The department approved the company�s applications for a Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Permit (Mining Permit), and the Michigan Air Use Permit to Install. These decisions come after comprehensive and detailed reviews of the applications and careful consideration of the comments received throughout the review process. Two additional necessary permits, National Pollution Elimination System (NPDES) permit and a permit for wetland impacts are under consideration. The DEQ is dedicated to respect for Michigan�s citizens, stewardship of the environment, and support for a sustainable economy.###----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------You are subscribed to Press Releases for Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.            Questions?    Contact Us    Ph: 800-662-9278STAY CONNECTED:     SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: Manage Preferences  |  Unsubscribe All  |  Subscription HelpThis email was sent to obiobiobi@ameritech.net using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality · Constitution Hall · 525 West Allegan Street · PO Box 30473 · Lansing, MI 48909 · 800-662-9278




From: frontforty2016@aol.comSubject: Michigan DEQ Permits Sulfide Mine, Imperils Menominee RiverDate: December 30, 2016 at 3:47:18 PM CSTTo: a_vogltanz@hotmail.com       Michigan DEQ Permits Sulfide Mine, Imperils Menominee RiverPosted on December 29, 2016  Marquette, MI — Regional environmentalists are expressing outrage and disappointment following news that the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has announced the final approval for two of four major permits Aquila Resources Inc. (Aquila) needs for its proposed Back Forty Mine Project in Lake Township, Menominee County, Michigan. The DEQ approved the company’s applications for a Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Permit (Mining Permit), and the Michigan Air Use Permit to Install. On December 28th, the DEQ published a press release headlined “Aquila Back Forty project gains conditional approvals by MDEQ; faces significant remaining hurdles
From: Kathleen Heideman <gadmin@savethewildup.org>Subject: Fwd: Aquila Back Forty Wetlands Permit application submittedDate: January 18, 2017 at 11:12:46 AM CSTTo: Dick Dragiewicz <obiobiobi@ameritech.net>fyi---------- Forwarded message ----------From: Kathleen Heideman <gadmin@savethewildup.org>Date: Wed, Jan 18, 2017 at 12:11 PMSubject: Aquila Back Forty Wetlands Permit application submittedTo: Brad Garmon <brad@environmentalcouncil.org>Hi Brad,Thanks again for your terrific article, predicting the crappy holiday gift DEQ would be sending us.  I wanted to make sure you were aware that Aquila Resources just submitted their Wetlands permit application to the Michigan DEQ. The Back Forty "Wetlands, Lakes and Streams" application was received 1-17-17, and permit files have been uploaded to the MiWaters system (# 2NN-5PE0-MT3W).Given the DEQ's recent egregious decision to grant the Back Forty's Mining and Air pollution permits, it is absolutely critical that we work together to scrutinize implications of the Back Forty wetlands permit. The Mining Action Group is committed to reading and reviewing this Wetlands Permit, and writing comments, but we need help. Will you continue working on the Aquila Back Forty issue? The Back Forty Wetlands permit application consists of 7 PDF files:2NN-5PE0-MT3W V1.pdf (6 pages)R-Permit Application Back Forty Project Jan 2017 reduced Sections 1-7.pdf (153 pages)R-Permit Application reduced Appendix A.pdf (40 pages)R-Permit Application reduced Appendix B.pdf (391 pages)R-Permit Application reduced Appendix C.pdf (823 pages)R-Permit Application reduced Section 8.pdf (353 pages)Tribal Engagement Summary for MDEQ 11_3_2016 reduced.pdf (549 pages)Since navigating the DEQ's MiWaters system can be tricky, I've copied the Aquila Back Forty wetland permit files to another location. Here's the link:https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BwDqaes6rJxScklsU3JtaEhfWTgThanks for all you do,K.PS:  I don't honestly know -- does MEC offer any grant funding? I think it would be worthwhile to see if we can pull together the funding needed (~$3,500) to hire the Center for Science in Public Participation to conduct a complete technical review of the Back Forty Wetlands Permit. Let me know your thoughts on this? Thanks. -- "Pay attention. It's all about paying attention. Attention is vitality. It connects you with others. It makes you eager. Stay eager."  – Susan SontagKathleen HeidemanminingactiongroupUPEC@gmail.com-- "Pay attention. It's all about paying attention. Attention is vitality. It connects you with others. It makes you eager. Stay eager."  – Susan SontagKathleen HeidemanminingactiongroupUPEC@gmail.comMining Action GroupFollow us on Facebook or Twitter1-906-662-9987  | miningactiongroupUPEC@gmail.comNote: the Mining Action Group, previously known as Save the Wild U.P., has merged to become part of the Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition (UPEC). P.O. Box 673 Houghton MI 49931 1-906-201-1949  | UPEC@upenvironment.org




